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Amateur Performances, 


> -__-_—— 


LapprokE Tueatre.—Last Wednesday a Mr 
Ling gave a mixed entertainment here. There 
were amongst other things the melo-drama of the 
Idiot Witness, and a comic ballet. 

On Thursday, a new society, or rather, an ex- 
perienced company of amateurs with a new title 
—the Romany Club—played Byron’s irrepressible 
drama— £100,000,” to a crowded assembly. 
If we are not mistaken, Mr Westmacott, who is 
well-known as a promoter of theatrical entertain- 
ments, organised the proceedings. Last week 
we expressed our opinion that the constant repeti- 
tion of such pieces as were selected on this occa- 
sion become intensely wearisome to the spectator, 
unless enlivened by good acting. Well, the acting 
was tolerable this time, and the consequence was 
that ennui was banished and satisfaction and ap- 
plause rewarded the actors’ efforts. Our old 
friend Arthur Seymour appeared as Fluker, and 
gave an excellent rendering of the fussy lawyer. 
Mr Parson was thoroughly at home as the detest- 
able Pennithorne ; and Mr Allen’s Joe was also 
excellent. Gerald (Mr Trollope) was easy; and 
the minor characters were fairly assumed by the 
gentlemen whose names we cannot now recall to 
memory. Miss Harvey’s Mrs Barlow is so well 
known that no remarks of our own are needed 
respecting its excellence ; but Miss E'len Mayne 
(Alice) is also so'good in all sheundertakes, that not 
only is it a pleasure to witness every fresh imper- 
sonation of that charming young actress, but a 
grateful task to add our slight tribute of praise, 
and our best wishes that sbe may ere long adorn 
one of our regular theatres—In Dance’s Perfec- 
tion, this young lady, always bright and engaging, 
enacted Kate O’Brien with much archness, and 
sang with taste. Mr Henry made Sir Lawrence far 
too eccentric ; his attempt at depicting an old man 
was exaggerated. As Charles, Mr Hamilton was 
heavy, but very courteous in his demeanour to his 
lady-love. Mr Atkinson and Miss Prevost as the 
servants were fairly efficient. The British Home 
for Incurables, we trust, will receive a handsome 
surplus from the treasury of the Romany club, 





| and respectable audience. 









ONE PENNY. 





“MAY 24, 1871. — 


The third ‘* Monday Pop.” inciuded a musical 
selection and the farce of the Secret, played by the 
Ladbroke company. 


Sr. GeorGe’s Toeatre.—Another of Mr T. E. 
Evans’s special performances took place last 
Thursday in presence of a well-pleased, numerous, 
Virginia Gabriel’s 
neat operetta entitled Widows Bewitched introduced 
Messrs Stanton and Gardner, and Misses A. Per= 
cival and M. Scott as amateur vocalists of ability. 
The concerted pieces were executed with precision, 
and the solos and duetts were generally given 
with taste. We may epecially instance Mr Stan- 
ton (Da Fremont) in his rendering of the song, 
‘* Love is gone a-Maying,” and ia his duet with 
the Marquise. Miss Scott in this part looked 
exceedingly well, but her acting evinced want of 
stage-training; had her bistrionic capabilities been 
on a par with her vocal powers and handsome 
appearance, the personation would have left little 
to be desired. In his dancing of the minuet, and 
his gallant deportment towards the fair sex, Mr 
Stanton bad a good deal of the vieille cour about 
him. His and the abbé’s hirsute adornments were, 
however, sadly out of harmony with the charac- 
ters these gentlemen assumed.—Ia the Lady of 
Lyons Melnotte was undertaken by Mr Evans, 
Every new part we see this talented actor in tends 
to confirm the opinion we have several times ex- 
pressed, that he is a master of effect, whether in 
dialogue, gesture, or facial by-play ; but that he is 
the exponent of a school fast dying out—a school 
in which the traditions of stage-craft are held in 
high veneration, and. which appears gradually to 
be giving ,lace to the mere spontaniety of the 
actor’s volition, untrammelled by rules of art ; at 
least such is the effect the natural school of the 
present day has on the spectator. Mr Evans’s 
method reminds us frequently of Barry Sullivan’s. 
Those who believe in it, must pronounce his 
Claude a success. Mr R. S. Marriott is a good 
actor in own live of business, but his frank, good- 
natured expression is not suited to Beauseant ; 
although painstaking, we missed the sinister look 
and dignity of carriage usually associated with 
the “ wealthiest gentleman of Lyons;” nor could 
we detect a scintillation of humour io Mr Reade’s 
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Glavis. As Gaspar, Mr Norton was suitable ; and 
Mr Jones made an amusing little landlord. 
Capt. Bedford in the part of Deschappelles looked 
agentleman. Since Mr Lewis is so fond of re- 
peating his favourite personation of Damas, we 
may take the liberty of reminding him that in 
Italian the sound of the “u” is not that of our 
own vowel, but that of double 0, that the verb 
construe is not accented on the last syllable, and 
that his cousin’s name is not Deschahpelles. 
These little matters may appear unimportant, but 
all actors are ready to admit that correct pronun- 
ciation is one of the greatest essentials of the 
stage. Miss Louise Charteris, as the Beauty of 
Lyons, relied more on her skill in portraying the 
tender and affectionate side of Pauline’s character 
than on those passages which demand power or 
intensity; her acting, however, gave general 
satisfaction. Mrs Purdy as Madame, and M'ss 
R. Lester as the widow were also very pleasing. 
On the whole it may be pronounced an average 
performance ; certainly the interest—if interest 
there be ina play which is familiar to everyoue 
as household words—was not heightened by any 
extraordinary skill in its interpreters, if we except 
the leading characters. There was an efficient, 
and not too noisy, bund in attendance. 


Sr. Grorer’s TuEatre.— The Loan of a Lover, 
Doing Banting, and the Loving Cup, were select- 
ed by the 19th Middlesex Rifle Corps on the 17th 
for performance. As Spyk and Gertrude Mr and 
Miss Coish played and sang in very good taste. 
In the farce, Mr Eggleton was the Alderman. 
Mr Fair entertained the audience immensely as 
the comic orator. Messrs Taylor and Atkinson 
as Lavender and Dollop were rather poor. Fatima 
and Pattey were assumed by Misses Leighton and 
Clifton with grace. Mr Nicholls was excellent 
as Ned Thornton, having formed a true concep- 
tion of the part. The broken-down swell was 
well sustained by Mr Fair. Jack Easy and the 
landlord were passable. Miss B. Hope and Miss 
Marie Coish, as the barmaids, were all that could 
be wished ; the last-named lady was indeed admi- 
rable. A select assembly—we are often puzzled 
to ascertain how amateurs contrive to bring toge- 
ther so many well-dressed persons on these occa- 
sious—rewarded with continued plaudits the 
effort« of their theatrical friends. 


WexuinGron Hatz, Istinaton.—A_ concert, 
which was styled on the biils to be one of a series 
of entertainments of a like nature, was given at 
the above hall on Saturday. The overture to 
“ Masaniel!o” was well played by Miss Minnie 
Faultless and Mr J. L. Staff. Mr George Norman 
appeared to advantage in the “ Pilgrim of Love,” 
“ Come into the Garden, Maud,” and as an encore 
to the first, ‘‘ My Pretty Jane.” Mr Fred. Wil- 
liams has undoubtedly great powers of mimicry, 
but his elocution was frequently at fault, although 
his imitations of London actors were decidedly 
clever. We must also take exception to the 
ridiculous mavner in which he bowed to the audi- 
ence. A more grotesque salutation than a gentle- 
man placing his right hand to bis neck, and so 
ducking down his head to acknowledge the plaudits 
of the audience we have never yet seen. Mr W. 
Trebore sang with skill ‘The Flower o’ Dumblane.” 
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Mr J. Nobbs was unsatisfactory in hoth his reej- 
tations. “ The Balaclava Charge” is insufferable 
except when declaimed with great dramatic vigour, 
and “ Faithless Sally Brown” requires no small 
amount of humour. Both these qualities were 
unfortunately observable by their absence in Mr 
Nobb’s recitations. A duet from 2? Trovatoie 
was very effectively given by Miss Blanche Owen 
and Mr George Norman. Mr Danville sang with 
power, ‘‘ The Pirate,” and as an encore, ‘ The 
Lifeboat.” Mr Chas. Warner selected too long 
and too difficult a piece when he chose “ The 
Wreck of the Golden Bee” for his recitation, 
The audience was large and extremely noisy, and 
as is usual on these occasions applauded every- 
thing, good, bad, and indifferent. 


——_—————— 


The Dhentres, Ke, 


PRINCESS’S.—The past week has been signal- 
ized by the revival of the celebrated comedy, by 
Geo. Colman and David Garrick, The Clandestine 
Marriage, with Mr Phelps as Lord Ogleby ; a 
character in which the late Wiliam Farren ob- 
tained considerable fame, and in which the pte- 
sent impersonator appeared with much success 
during his management of Sadler’s Wells. It 
is a very artistic and admirable performance, 
and proves that Mr Phelps is a comedian of the 
highest rank. We doubt very much, indeed, 
whether any other performer of the present 
day could be found capable of giving so much 
effect to the character. ‘The cast is quite satis. 
factory. Mr Barrett, Mr J. B. Howard, Mr 
Crellin, Miss Rose Leclerg, Miss Edith Stuart, 
aud Mrs R. Power, being the representatives of 
the other principal characters. Good audiences 
have been drawn, but at the same time we are 
inclined to think that the result of the experi- 
ment will not be so favourable that it will lead 
to apy more revivals of the dramas of the old 
school. Modern audiences do not appear to 
thoroughly enjoy, or at any rate, not so great 
an extent as they might, the sharp writings, and 
expressive witticisms which so delighted our 
forefathers. Three nights this week, Mr Phelps 
appeers in his great impersonation of Sir Perti- 
nax Maesycopbant, a part in which he has no 
rival ; and on Whit-Monday, Shakspere’s Mac- 
beth is to be produced. 





SADLER'S WELLS. — Since Monday last, we 
hear that this theatre has been closed. We are 
sorry that the support accorded to the manage- 
ment was not sufficiently large to enable him to 
continue his season. Mr Fairclough is av actor 
by no means to be passed lightly over in the 
present condition of the stage. We shall also 
look forward with pleasure to Mdile., Legrand’s 
next appearance on the English boards. 


Court. — Mr Gilbert’s comedy, Randall’s 


Thumb, closes its successful career this week, 
and on Saturday next, 27th inst., the dramatised 
version of Chas, Dickens’ Great Expectations 
(originally intended for production at the Gaiety, 
we believe), will be produced. Mr E. Righton 
will play Joe Gargery, and Miss Maggie Bren- 
nap, Pip. 
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Guiost.—Fal Sac Ap Pa very much condensed, 
and with the performers more used to their parts, 
is now not an altogether unenjoyable entertain- 
ment. We spoke in strong terms against this pro- 
duction on the occasion of its first performance, 
and are therefore all the more pleased to record 
the fact that various alterations, curtailments, and 
amendments, have much improved the “ tout 
ensemble ”’ of the opera bouffe. The two morning 
performances have been well attended. We shall 
still like to see Madile. Debreux’s performance 
shorn of much that is objectionable; but, on the 
other hand, we should not omit a good word for a 
very hard working and intelligent young lady 
named Signorino Scasi, who plays the part of the 
Chieftain’s daughter. The “ backsbeesh” system 
at this house is in the most flourishing state, and 
deserves Strong condemnation. 


Lyceum THxaTRe.—The first appearance of 
the company from the Théatre des Variétes was 
the signal for the London Parisian Theatre de- 
tachment to take possession of the Lyceum 
Theatre, and to show while there anything but 
tristesse and ennui. One of the best audiences | 
which has been seen here since the season of M. 
Rapbael Felix commenced, and certainly one of 
thegayest, welcomedthe Varié:éscompany to Eng- 
Jand, Tbe performance of La Partie de Piquet, an 
exquisite comedietta by MM. Meyer and Fourrier, | 
is in its way unexceptionable ; aud in it we get | 
M. Lesseur to give us a performance—a trifling | 
sketch, no doubt—of a proud old aristocratic 
gentlemen which could not be possibly be im- 
proved upon, The Partie de Piquet is one ot the 
most fauciful and elegant trifles ever arrauged— 
even by al’renchman. This gem of the evening 
was preceded by the vaudeville, Jean Torgiole, 
in which M. Grenier plays the honest sailor who 
cannot tell which girt will make the best wife, 
aud followed by M. Charles Lecocq’s burlesque 
opera, Le Beau Dunois. 





Roya IrantaN Orera.—Last week, as for 
some weeks previous, there were five representa- 
tions at this house, and the manner in which the 
excessive demands thus inade upon its resources 
were met proved better than anything else could 
have done what extrordinary artistic wealth the 
manager has at command. Guillaume Tell was 
repeated on Monday with the same effective cast 
as before. On ‘Tuesday, Madame Pauline Lucca 
re-appeared after prolonged indisposition. Under 
any circumstances this popular favourite would | 
have met with a hearty greeting; but to come 
forward as the Zerlina of Fra Diavolo was to 
secure a welcome bearty in the superlative degree. 
Every opera-goer knows with what tact and skill 
Madame Lucca represents the innkeeper’s 
daughter, and how, in the bed-room scene 
especially, she attains to a very bigh degree of 
dramatic excellence. The other characters in 
Auber’s opera were sustained in a manner Scarcely 
less familiar. Madame de Méric Lablache, whose 
intelligence always serves her well, forcibly em- 
bodied the convential idea of Lady Koburg, but 
without deyenerating into burlesque; while the 
Lord Koburg of Signor Ciampi was as marked as 
ever by exaggeration. In parenthesis let us add 





that Signor Ciampi’s English “ gag,” intrinsically 


amusing as it may be, is apt to interfere with the 
due enj»yment of the much more entertaining 
music of Auber. Signor Bettini gave importance 
to the role of Lorenzo by his careful singing. 
Signor Raguer was an adequate Matteo, while 
Signor Taliafico and Signor Capponi presented a 
pair of brigands as realistic as though, like Salva- 
tor Rosa, they had studied brigands from their 
life. The Fra of Signor N vudin has often been 
described, and its merits are, by this time, fully 
appreciated. ‘The concerted and orchestral music 
might: have been better renderered than was 
actually the case. Oftel/o was given for the second 
time on Thursday, Madame Patti repeated the 
triumph which, as. Desdemona, she bad before 
achieved ; and on the following evening Le Nozze 
di Fiyaro was produced with one of those extra- 
ordinary casts Mr Gye can now present. LEvery- 
body knows, for example, Madame Luvca’s 
characteristic representation of the page—a repre- 
sentation which, for ‘ sauciness,” is likely to 
remain unequalled, Her rendering of Mozart's 
musi¢ is hardly less distinctive, if much less 
meritorius, and the audience evidently enjoyed 
both, laughing at Cherubino’s pertness, and 
encoring “ Vio che sapate” by acclamation. Mille. 
Sessi is more at home as Susanna than in some 
other characters, and ber sprightly acting helped 
the effect of singing, by no means deficient in 
merit. Madame Carvalho gave no special signifi- 
cance to the Countess, nor was her rendering of 
‘** Dove sond ” distinguished for that fidelity to the 
text upon which it is always necessary to insist on 
when Mozart is concerned. M, Faure delighted the 
house by his admirable representation of Figaro. 
M. Faure’s singing of Non pit andrai” was the 
climax of his success a8 a vocalist, evoking such 
a storm of applause that the curtain was raised 
and the song repeated. Nevor has this admirable 
artist more completely justified his great and 
growing reputation. Signor Graziani threw all 
the force, of which he is capable, into the part of 
the Count, with what good result we need not 
say; while Signor Ciampi as Bartolo, Signor 
Bettini as Basilio, and Signor Tagliafico as An- 
tonic, did everything that’ could be expected 
towards making the success of the performance 
as distinguished as the cast.’ The chorus left 
nothing to desire. On Saturday Don Giovannt 
was to be repeated, with Signor Mario in the part 
of Don Ottavio, for the last time. 


a 


Mrs Milner Gibson had a matinée musicale on 
Thursday. The Princess Emma Matechinsky 
sang on the occasion with great success. 

Mr J. L. Toole closed his short provincial tour 
on Saturday evening at Manchester, and appeared 
on Monday morning at the Gaiety, London. 

From America we hear that Ze Liar has been 
so Well received that it is announced for “ every 
evening.” Mr Booth bas been playing in 
Richelieu and The JFool’s Revenge. Charles 
Matthews is drawing good houses to the Fifth 
Avenue. Laura Keene has taken the French 
Theatre, Fourteevth-street, which bas remained 
closed nearly all the past season, and has opened 
it with a fair dramatic company, and execrable 
orchestra, and scenery that is eadly in need of a 
little paint and whitewash, 





——s 


164 


B, BRAITHWAITE.—We shall require our cab fare to give 
W.JELLICO.—You can get the farce at Lacy’s, 89, 


Amicus.—Where is Miss Sedgwick engaged at? We 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 








a notice of the performance at Hackney. 
Strand, W.C. 


gums she is indisposed, which we are sorry to 

ear. 

ONE OF THE ADELPHI Company.—Please to say when 
Pierce Egan died, He departed this life in 1849. 

J. L. M.—Can you inform me where I could get the life 
of John Philip Kemple? Ask Lacy, bookseller, 89, 
Strand. 

G. Brown.—There has not been any dramatic register 
of Mr T. Mead's first appearance. Weremember him 
playing with G. V. Brooke at the Olympic in 1848, 
the first time we saw him act. 

J. F. Rowe.—We are sorry we cannot do you any sere 
vice; the applications are so very numerous. 

An IMPATIENT AMATEUR.—Send the name of your 
Club and Secretary, and we will register it to to the 
end of the year for 2s. 6d. 

Byron Ciun.—A notice of the highly successful per- 
formance at St. George's Hall, on the 22nd, will 
appear in our next. 
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It is requested that all advertisements be sent by Monday 
afternoon, prepaid, to top floor 335a, Strand. 

All business communications to be sent to the Printers’, 3354 
Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
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A grand full dress ball took place at the Gold- 
smiths’ Hall on Wednesday, in which a numerous 
company participated. The music, which was of 
the newest and most enlivening description, was 
well rendered by Jullien’s band, and, under the 
able direction of M. Pierre Calkin, had the charm 
of making the company foot it merrily until * the 
early village cock proclaimed the hour of morn.” 

Mr Sothern is making arrangements to visit 
America during the course of the present or the 
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Scenes in Prose and Verse, 


Continued from page 157. 








BY BETA AND THACKERAY JUNIOR. 
WATKINS AND BETA. 
B.—I answer, he 
Who gives most consolation to the soul. 
Not Shelley, with his wild ethereal wail, 
That pierces to the selitudes of night, 
Nor scornful Byron, with a cynic sneer, 
But he who with his universal hope 
Proclaims the everlasting love of God. 
‘© All men become good creatures !’’ Optimist 
Of great humanity, I bow to thee! 
W.—Never despond! ’Tis blessed to er- 
dure 
The mighty discipline of Wisdom’s rod. 
Seek wisdom in the universe within, 
And make it as a lamp to every foot. 
B.—Poisons are medicines; our sorrows 
find 
Diseases out within the secret soul 
And cure the ulcers,—it is very true— 
We suffer for the errors of our youth, 
And long for quietude. I only hope 
To meet old friends at last in Paradise, 
And smile at all the evils of dim Time! 
W.—The earth is but a grave, believe me, 
full 
Of outworn semblances—apparent things 
Usurping substance—a mere spectral king, 
Poor Time, the monarch! In decrepitude 
This miserable shadow crawls along, 
With fetters forthe courtiers of his brow, 
Fetters denominated wealth and fame, 
Or power, that crumbles, even at a gaze 
Of those unholy eyes! Come up to me! 
The courts of heaven await. 
B.—And he is gone! 
My friend! Thy voice is silent. I endured 
A painful life of disappointed hope 
In those, our days of human sympathy. 
But we shall meet again. I did not prize 
Thy friendship at its worth ; but now I do. 
How many things confided to thine ear 
Flash o’er the memory! ‘The confidence 
Of friendship is so generous, so deep! 
Where art thou, poet? O returr, return 
A moment to this sphere ; return to pour 
The words of kindly hope into my breast. 
Friendsbip is more than love ; except the love 
That is not of the Temporal! In thee 
I saw a man believing in the creed 
Of mercy, and denying the low cries 
That would degrade our immortality ; 





following year. 


In thee I found a mind to nature tuned, 
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A heart and fancy ever seeking food; 

Thy lyre, an instrument as wildly sweet 

As the lark’s note; and if it struck in vain 

The chords—as many do;—O not in vain 

Is any singing, minstrelsy, or sound 

That heaven inspires, believe me; melodies, 

Beyond our hearing, soaring unto skies 

That welcome every stranger! He is gone 

Where singers are all heard, and music thrills 

Through temples in the stars, and holy words 

Are not of dissonance and pain,—as here, 

Where friendship, truth, and sincerity attain 

Divine existence, and the fear of want; 

The shadows of old age can never freeze 

Congenial spirits ;—gone, but I believe, 

Waiting with smiles, where frowns are never 
seen ! 


The Theatres, Xe. 


Continued from page 163. 








Her Magzestry’s Opera.—Les Huguenots was 
produced on Tuesday, and so put upon the stage 
as to show special care had been taken with-its 
rehearsals, and that it was intended as an 
example of how much Mr Mapleson’s resources 
are capable. This representation was notable 
for a degree of success which reflected credit 
upon all concerned. The cast was, to some 
extent, very familiar. Thus, in the part of 
Valentina, Mdlle, Titiens once more exercised 
her great vocal and dramatic talents to the 
fullest extent. So often have the merits of ber 
assumption been a theme for eulogy, that it is 
hard to invent new phrases about them. 
Madame Trebilli’s Urbano is another well-known 
creation, and it may easily be imagined with 
what effect she gave ‘* Nobil Signori, salute,” as 
well as by the more popular ‘* No, no, no.” Ip 
botb, her performance displayed that beauty of 
tone and fiuish of execution which place her at 
the head of operatic contralti, Thus fortunate 
in having the three principal female characters 
well sustained, the representation was lucky also 
in the Raoul of Siguor Nicolini, who more than 
justified the good opinion entertained of 
bim after his performance as Faust, 
Signor Sparapani, as Nevers, was fairly good in 
the scene where the chivalrous nobleman breaks 
the sword he is required to use as an assassin. 
Signor Agnesi presented an appropriately earnest 
St. Bris, and sang with more animation than 
usual; while the Marcel of Signor Foli showed a 
manifest improvement, not only the music being 
well delivered, but the character of the faithful 
Huguenot soldier being exemplified with force and 
consistency. ‘The minor parts were sustained by 
Mdlle. Baurmeister, Signori Rinaldini, Caravoglia, 
Rocea, and Casaboni ; and in the divertissement, 
Mdiles. Fiorretti and Ricois elicited deserved ap- 
plause by their brilliant dancing. Scarcely any 
fault could be found either with band or chorus, 
a result fur which hearty acknowledgeiment is due 
to the conductor, Sir M. Costa. Les Huguenots 


was to be repeated ou Saturday night. 








THE CLANDESTINE MARKIAGE. 

How rarely is a treat like this afforded us! 
A gepuine old comedy, well acted, elegantly 
written, free from sentimentality or * sen- 
sation,” is the most enjoyable thing to 
be met with in the walls of a_ theatre, 
With the recollection of old Farren as Lord 
Ogleby it was with some apprehensionthat I saw 
Phelps attack this most difficult character, lest 
he should fail to give a true version of the old 
beau, It was, however, with pleasure tbat I 
noticed our best actor mastering all the trying 
situations and delicate subtleties of the part. 
His great scene with Fanny, charmingly played 
by Miss Edith Stuart (one of the best represen- 
tatives of pensive girlhood on the boards), was 
admirably rendered. Miss Kose Lecierq was 
spirited as the elder sister, Betsy ; and Misses 
Hudspeth and Seymour were chambermaids of 
a high order of excellence, The walking gentle- 
men as depicted by Misses Howard and Crellin 
were much too cold and listless—they seemed 
not to understand the authors’ intentions. Can- 
ton was capitally assumed by Mr Moreland, who 
was the cringing Swiss servant par excellence, 
and Mr Charles as Brush reminded us of Brindal 
who had a speciality for valets, It was satisfac- 
to observe that the large audievce thoroughly 
enjoyed this fine comedy, and but few left their 
seats until the climax (one of the best of its 
kind) at the end of the 5th act. Barrett as Mr 
Stirling, and Mrs Power as Mrs Heidelberg were 
very good indeed. GAMMA, 


Correspondence. 


TO THE EDITOR OF "THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL.” 





SiRk,—Will you allow me to state that I have 
nothing whatever to do with the present man- 
agement of the Holboro Theatre, having let the 
theatre to Mr Thomas Farrell for the ensuing 
season.— Yours very faithfully, 

SEFTON Parry. 

Blackheath. May 16th. 


— - 
THEATRICAL OBITUARY, 

Scorr RamsAy.—Many of our amateur friends 
will bear with regret the death> of Mr T. H. 
Mackillop, better known as Scott Ramsay, an 
amateur of histrionic ability. Jor more than;two 
years he had been suffering from phthisis and 
bronchitis, to which he at last succumbed. In his 
time he played many parts, and wel!. Not the 
least successful were his dramatic impersonations, 
as our columns have frequently testified. By his 
friends and companions his loss will be severely 
felt, so great was the love and esteem in which 
they beld him. 


Mr Freperick Paul tiprs,  protessiovally 
known as Philip Hannan, lessee and manager of 
the Theatre Royal, Wrexham, and the North 
Wales Circuit, died on the 14th, deeply regretted 
by all who knew him. 

————_>—————_ 

Sir Charles Young’s drama called Shadow, will 

be produced at the Princess’s on Saturday 








morning next, 27th. We hope to give an account 
in our gext impression. 
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POPULAR ACTORS.—XLI. 


BENGOUGH, 


Baru was one of the places where this 
actor wos first noticed. Bath was then the 
resort of fashion, ard the highest dramatic 
talent assembled on the boards of the gay 
watering-place of the West at the close of last 
century. Bengough played at Swansea when 
Kean was there, and his performance actually 
was preferred to the young tragedian’s by the 
Welsh audiences. He played Lear to Kean’s 
Edgar. He had a big person, a big voice, and 
a sort of swash-buckler manner, which the 
Swansea folks, in their innocence, thought was 
great, intellectually as well as physically. Ile 
played Leon, Aranza, and other light comedy 
parts, and even Othellu, &c. He overrated 
his own powers, and used to assert that he 
played finely, and complain that he could get 
no applause, ‘* You will not find more than 
five persons in 500 who understand acting,”’ 
he said, ‘1 am losing my time here, and I 
shall never be properly valued unless I go and 
have a fair trial in London.” 

On the 16th Sept. 1809, Bengough took 
Lear for his benefit, and good-naturedly did 
Hdyar on the occasion. Kean showed brilliant 
points, but Bengough, on bis Atlantean shoul- 
ders, bore off the whole applause. 

Shortly after this period he left the provinces, 
and acted at C.G., and eventually died mana- 
ger of the Coburg theatre (now the Victoria). 


XLI.—JOHN HOWARD PAYNE. 


‘Tuts gentleman was an Armerican, and is 
better known to fame as the author of Charles 
IT., and of a grand but solemn tragedy called 
Lucius Juntus Brutus, or the Lull of Tarquin, 
than as an actof He was however styled the 
American Roscius. 

When Elliston was lessee or manager of the 
Birmingham and Manchester theatres, he was, 
of course, looking out for recruits. He en- 
countered Payne at this period, and invited him 
to Manchester. ‘* My dear fellow, come down 
to us! sce us! hear us! mark us! observe— 
a—thow we do the thing at our good theatre of 
Manchester—ha! ha!” 

Payne said he would go but would not play. 
‘*] have forgotten all my old characters now,” 
said he, ‘‘ so that playing is ont of the question. 
However, I shall be happy to come down and 
see you.” 

So he went and saw Lljliston in his glory. 
Next morning there was a rehearsal of Richard 
ITT. Elliston used to do Gloster. This 
morning he asked Payne to rehearse for him, 
‘* Perhaps you will play Richard too,” said be, 
chuckling. 

Payne said that was out of the question, but 











as Elliston was busy, he would blunder through 
the rehearsal to oblige. So he tried with the 
help of the prompter, but forgot the words, 
Turning to Elliston he said, ‘‘ You see its 
utterly hopeless.”’ 

But the manager had vanished—evaporated, 

Payne went on as best he could till Elliston 
re-appeared. “You see, I can’t remember 
three consecutive lines ; you see how ridiculous 
it would have been had I consented to play the 
part,” said Payne. 

“My dear fellow, you are not in earnest? 
Vm sure you are not. You are all over the 
town by this time—in large letters—starred ! 

FOR THIS NIGHT ONLY. 
THE PART OF RICHARD 
BY THE 
CELEBRATED AMERICAN ROSCIUS, 
MR JOHN HOWARD PAYNE. 
You must play for us to-night.” 

‘¢Tv’s totally impossible. I cannot and well 
not expose myself. What could pcseess you 
to do this when you saw — ?” 

‘My dear fellow, I saw you going on with 
the part as I thought excellently —swimmingly 
—triumphantly. Come, come! the thing is 
done; it’s too late to undo it; play you must 
—nay you shall!” 

“7 can’t, T won 

‘¢ What, not to oblige an old friend—an old 
admirer ?” 

What was to be done? Payne at last gave 
a reluctant consent. 

“ And how did you get through the part?” 
said a friend. 

“‘ Why really better thar I could have ima- 
gined. I studied all day, and at night gave as 
much of the part as I could recollect.” 

‘‘ But when you couldn’t recollect ?” 

“Why, then I spouted something like 
Shakspere; and, to tell you the truth, the 
people seemed to think my imitation better 
than the original! for I roared it out twice as 
loud as the legitimate text, and it drew down 
thunders of applause!” 

This in the palmy days of the drama!!! 


1? 


Hontoway’s PiLLs.—Everybody’s Wish.—One 
of the many causes of the eminent success of this 
medicine is the quiet purifying effect it exerts 
over the circulation. It watches the new blood 
forming from the food, invigorates the distribution 
of the mature blood, and casts out the old which 
has done its duty, and whose further presence 
becomes detrimental. By taking Holloway’s 
Pills agreeably to their accompanying instructions, 
every person may attain the best permissible state 
of bealth without interfering materially with the 
usual habits, pleasures, or pursuits. The 
excellence of this medicine cannot be exaggerated, 
nor can anyone, who has not witnessed the mar- 
vellous effects upon the appetite, and all the 
digestive organs, have a notion of the power 
Hlolloway’s treatment possesses for renewing 


health. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 





ALLIANCE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Manager, Mr A. 
Westbrook ; Secretary, Mr R. Balley, No. 10, Serle- 
street, Lincolns Inn; to whom all communications 
should be addressed. 


BEAUFORT DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every Mon- 
day evening at 8.30, at the “‘City of Lichfield,” 
corner of Elm-street, Gray’s Inn-road (facing Mount 
Pleasant). Mr Roe, manager. 


BOHEMIANS.—A new and original Club, meet every 
Monday evening at 8 o’clock, at 1, Fitzroy-street, 
Fitzroy-square, W. All applications for admission of 
new members to be made to the secretary at the above 
address. President and secretary, Mr G. Wood, 
Managers, Messrs Ted Edwards and Walter Franklen. 

cITY MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY.— 

This Dramatic Class meets for rehearsal every Wed- 

nesday evening at 8 o’clock in Albion Hall, London 

Wall. Manager, Mr F. M. Wenborn; hon. sec. for 

Dramatic Class, Mr A. Tracey Middleton ; hon. secs, 

for the Society, Mr J. H. Caseley, and Mr W. Bourne 

COMUS DRAMATIC CLUB.—This first-class West- 

End Club assembles every Wednesday evening at 7, 

at 45, Chancery-lane, W.C. For particulars as to ad- 

mission for members or for performances, apply by 
letter to the Acting-Manager at the Club room. 

ECLECTIC.—Meet every Tuesday and Friday at the 

Hall, 18, Denmark-street, Soho. MrJas. GARDNER, 

Secretary. 


KEMBLE COMPANY AND DRAMATIC COL- 
LEGE, 8, Annett’s Crescent, Essex-road, Islington. 
Manager and instructor, Mr Wm. A. STANLEY. 
Rehearsals on Wednesdays at 8, Annett’s Crescent. 


SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet_ every 
Thursday evening at 8.30, at the ‘‘ Plough’? Tavern, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. Manager, Mr H. 
Williams ; acting-manager, Mr B. Corte; stage-mana- 
ger, Mr A. James; secretary, Mr Sam. Thomas. 
THETIS DRAMATIC CLUB.—Established 1868.— 
Meetings twice a week. Performances given ia aid of 
Charitable Institutions. For particulars, as to perfor- 
mances or admission into this select club, apply to the 
Manager, R. Horsley Woods, Esq., 37, Markham- 
square, Chelsea, S.W. 





Applications to be addressed as above. 








A morning performance is announced to take 
place at the Haymarket Theatre on the 2nd of 
June, for the benefit of Mr Pennington. The 
performance will be under the patronage of the 
Premier. 








Comus Dramatic Club. 

gene een ig by the success attending their last 
Y performance, the Management have much pleasure 
in announcing their next on SATURDAY, June 3rd, at 
7 o'clock, commencing with RAISING the WIND, 
followed by £100,000, concluding with A LOVER by 
PROXY. Mrs M. Leonard, of the I. R. Brighton, 
will sustain the character of Miss Durable. Private 
Boxes, £1 lls. 6d.; orchestra stalls, 5s. ; stalls, 3s. ; 
balcony, 2s.; area, ls. Tickets to be obtained of the 
Acting Manager, 45, Chancery-lane, at the theatre, and 
the West End Libraries. 

The Management also beg to announce that the Club 
Supper will take place the last week in JUNE. 

An Orchestral section of the Club is now being 
formed. Gentlemen wishing to join are requested to 
send their names in to the Acting Manager at once. 


Elocution and the Stage. 
\ R WM. A. STANLEY has vacancies for pupils, 
Ni «who will be thoroughly instructed and brought 
out. Address,8, Annett’s-crescent, Essex-road,Isington, 











MRS MALCOLM 


—— AMATEURS and HER FRIENDS 
that she is getting up a 
SERIES OF PERFORMANCES. 

LADIES and GENTLEMEN desirous of becoming 
Members can receive all information of Mrs MALCOLM, 
every Friday evening at the PLoven Tavern, Museum- 
street, Oxford-street, W., or by letter, care of Miss Wells, 
20, Church-street, Trinity-square, Southwark. 

Mrs MALCOLM is open to engagements. 

Elocution taught with stage practice by Mrs MALCOLM, 


FIRST NIGHT'S PERFORMANCE 


WILL TAKE PLACE SHORTLY AT THE 


Kinc’s GROSS OR WEST END THEATRE, 


When the following pieces will be produced :— 
BETSY BAKER, 
THE RIVALS, 

To be followed by 
BLUE DEVILS, 








LADIES and GENTLEMEN wishing to play in the 
above pieces must apply immediately to Mrs ire LCOLM 
at the above addresses. 


Madame Tussauu’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
()* VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 
PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 
characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 
portrait models of the late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq., 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
PARTE. Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
Queens from William the Conqueror. 
New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris, 
Admission, 1s; Children under ten years of age, 6d. 
Extra rooms, 6d. Open during the Holidays from 9 
a.m. till 10 p.m. 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 

Nou ADDED a magnificent marriage group of 
H.R H. the Princess LOUISE and the Marquis of 

LORNE, the attire being an exact fac-simile of that 
worn in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 

Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrers, 6d. 

Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- 
street Station. 

Open from 9 a.1n, till 10 p.m. 


Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
( N VLEW, PORTRAIT MODELS of the EM- 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH ard 
PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mar- 
shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &e. 
Admission, 1s, ; children under ten, 6d, ; extra rooms, 
6d, extra.—Open froin 9 a.m. 1i]1 10 p.m, 
Royal Polytechnic. 
MULE GHOST ENTERTAINMENT. 
Signor Valentine’s Slack Wire Performances. 
Madame Bousfield’s Statuary, 
Humorous and Facial Entertainment by George 
Grossmith, Esq., jun. 
Visit of Professor Pepper to the Westcrn Highlands 
of Ireland for his new entertainment at Whitsuntide. 
Open daily from twelve to five, and seven to ten, 
Admission to the whole ONE SHILLING. 





Ladbroke Theatre. 
WHITMONDAY ENTERTAINMENT. 
Oi eo Il. Mr W. NICHOLLS as Rochester, 
Mr EF. Lacy as the King, Mr J, Danbridge as Copp; 
assisted by Misses Stirling, Wilkinson, and Milwood. 
And a Musical Melange. 1s. and 6d, 
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MATIOMAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH HOLBORN. 


‘ naa POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, ann ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
! EVERY EVENING for 
CONCERT AND DANCING. 
Every attention is paid to ensure the comfort of visitors. 
The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest and best Compositions, including the 
Princess Louise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrille. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight. Close at Twelve o'clock. 
Admission throughout the establishment 1s. 
Musical Director, Mr, W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





COMPLIMENTARY BENEFIT 


MR W. BESTOW, 
AT THE 


ST. GEORGEHE’S THEATRE, 
(Under distinguished patronage.) 


ne 


The Entertainments will consist of (under approval) :— 


BeCclCUCmECUShCUClUDTlUmDDlCUCUD, 
A Comedy in three acts, by Moncrieff ; 


The fifth act of 
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 
or the second act of 
Tne CRITIC, 
Two short selections from plays, and A FARCE, 


Ladies and Gentlemen, willing to Lend their aid, are requested to send in their names at once to Mr WM.A, 
STANLEY, 8, Annett’s Crescent, Essex-road, Islington, 


PAMPHILON HOTEL, | Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 

“ Eee CaS ee aa . AMUEL MAY, ‘theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. }K Cc ovent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
|Gentlemen engaged in AMATEUR PERFORM- 
saat tale nail /TUME. for the SALE or HIRE of STAGE wo 
. ie ° . sii = TUME. A large assortment of every necessary for the 

Sole Proprietor—GeEorGe Bret. | same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER. | Per 
| sons about to follow the profession will do well to give 
|Mr MAY an order for an outfit ; costume, elegance, 
| economy, and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, 


DINNERS A LA CARTE, SAMUEL MAY, 35, BOW STREET. 
HOT JOINTS from 12till 8. SUPPERS from 8till1, | —— =e Saoor~ 


SOUPS, FISH, ENT REES, CUTLETS, AND | Superior Amateur Dramatic Entertainment. 
RIPE, &e. ‘yj JANTED.—LADIES and GENTLEMEN to take 
V part in the above (to be given shortly). Costumes, 
WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. | wigs, and attendance free. Liberal bonus on all tickets 
’ ; Le E jsold. Apply at once by letter in the first instance to 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS, | Promprer, care of Mr Hoperoft, 9, Little Queen-street, 
| Holborn, W.C. 
BASS’S Ales, REID'S Celebrated Stout, and Fine} _ 
Scotch Ales on draught. | 





_—________ — 





Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock, by 
Vickers at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTOW. 


lf'0 BE DISPOSED OF an old and valuable eee | To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 
tion, of good sale and numerous subscribers, witl 1) 


a number of standing advertisements, and all the ge ; *,* All private communications should be addressed to the 
ft Mr | Editor of the TweaTaicaL Journnat, 9, Aeton-etrest, King’s 


leges of the press. For particulars, enquire ¢ 


MOY, 1, Clifford’s Inn, i*leet-street, Crose-road, 
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